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CRITICS RAVE ABOUT CARRICK'S
MATTHEW TULLY'S NEW NOVEL
BY BLiTHNAIO MCCAUL
l4atlh€w TulLy, who has @nnec-

tions wilh Carnckmacross, and
lived here lor a number oi years
belore.elurninglo lhe US, has
wdtlen h s tusl book which has
receivod rave reviews lrom cril cs

One such review srated;
The ChimeraSeed can besl be

described as a laLrt, energgtic
thnlbr From ils openng pages
where you learn that a lamed, v
sionary scientisl has died and left
hisson, Dr. M.hae Tisrnan, a
huge inheitance, the srory rolls
along and galhers speed lke a
snowball starling an avalanche
down a mountains de."

Manhew ived n Canick
madoss when he was a ch ld
tiom 19771o 1984, urtilhe and
his famity rclum€d lo lhe Uniled
States When aske.l whal he.an
r€membor aboul lry ng rn caiiick-
macroos he €tplained, "l',ly lam ly
and I moved lo Carrickmacross in
Augusl ol 1 977 and stayed until
Jun€ ol 1984 We have since r€-
turned lolh€ Uniled Slales, bul
our heans will always bs in k€-

Matthew sl ll has famiy and
Jnends lving in lhs localityand he
said no one ever can replac€the
liendsone makesas a child and

'We k€€p pretly sleady con-
lact. Nothing major happens wilh-
out tuth sides ol lhe Al anllc
sha ngthe news, good or bad

CAFFICK INFLUENCES
Comng lrom averylong lln€ ol

slorylelleB, lMatthew explained

thal t was inevtable lhal one day
he would wile a book. 'l remem-
beras achld,  I  was onen lod by
lhe BrolheB n St. Joseph School
lhal I had an amaing imagina-
lion. Brolh€r Gr,Agory in parlicular
used to encourage lhis cr€ativily
wih allol lhe shows and perlom-
ances he used lo pulonJorthe

THE STORY
The Chimef a Seed: lmmortaliry

is possibl€, bul the cosl olelemal
lle is dealh. Flichard li€rnans
sudden death sparks a chain oi
events lhal threaiens the suv val
ofthe human sp€cies. The vision-
ary scientist's son and only hei.,
D. Mrchaelllernan, nheris Oisin
Pharmaceul cals and learns oi his
lalhefs aslonish ng secr€t. Hid-
den away nthe Inle Sardinian
town ol Boroneddu, M chaeldis
cov€ls his lalhels greatesr
legacy: rhe lountain ol youlh.

n possession ol Dionysinol, the
mosl dynamic antiag ng drug
ever ongineered, I4ichae llenan
aspires to lurn Ois'n Pharmaceu-
lrcals inlo an empire. Hls pans
rapidly unrave when he b€comes
ensnared in a culihroal game ol
pharmacgutical €spionag6 and
eamslusl how lar somo peopls
willgo to acquire immorra iry and
how lar olhers wil go lo destfoy
it.

The Ch mefa Seed rransporls
the reader lo ltaly, whererhege-
relica ly-enginee.ed Niamh grape
grcws, and back to lhe uniled
Slales, where polilics, corruplion,
sre,co, oDsess on, revenge, pas
sion and fiofal imperalives make

Dionysinollhe rnosl soughl atter
and dangerous substance on
Earth.

INSPIRATION
Speaking ro Th6 Nodhem Slan-

dard, Malthew explain€d that he
loves to se the iinished product,
lo bring cha€cl€rs to lile and
have p€oplo love and relslelo

When wriling Manhew sald that
it is hafd nol lo wrile abour lre-
land.'Mylime ln keand had such
a profound iniluenc€ on the way I
see lhe wodd 'Hespoke ol how
tho snlire theme ol lhe b@k is
basod on a story he head as a
yolng boy. "ft€ egsnd ol Ti. na
nog is pan of the prologus, Th€
book rs especlaily meaningfulfor
lhose read€rs wilh ksh back-
ounds as they wlll undoubtedly
see the parallels belweon the l€g-
€nd and rny story" Trying to
como uPwilh new and lrcsh

ldeas can be ditl cu t lor mosl
peple, however, lMaflhew finds ir
d tlicu l lo answer whefe he gels
h s idoas lrom. Youwouldihink
ihal l'd have a. answerlo this
question since lve been asked
so manylimes, butto be Perlectly
honest, I dontknowwhere my
ideas come lrom. Theytusl come

Sales oi "The Ch men Seed"
are going verywell. Malthew ad-
mned lhal  he was caug aIne
of guard when the I rsl rlr oi the
book sold outwithin the itst
week, bltlhe second (and much
a€er Prlnring) cam€ off rhe
pfesses iusl a number of weeks
ago 'We are very pleased wilh
the receplion The Chimera Seed

The ftsl word thal Matrhew pur
io Paperwilh this new book was
on st. Parricks Day 2007 Finish-
inglouches were sl llbeing made
lo lhe book in ale lMay oi2009.
"l\/y publishing house. Comlort
Pubiish ng LLC, w€ro v€ry palignt
andworked wth me evory step ot
lhe way." Mallhew p ans a squel
The Chimera Spawn, which
should b€ roleased in lhe sprng
ol2010.

Manhew sa d ihat he was over
whehed wilh the reaction lhal he
receiv€! fron lh€ book.

'lwas asronished, plain and
simple. When I read lhe I rsl re
view, l lhought someone was
playng a cru€ljoke on me The
€views were just as unbelev'
able. Im sl  l lshocked by the
Praiso il receives bu1i1's a shock
lhal lcar d€linil€ly ea.n to rve

wi lh. . . . . '  he concluded.
On6 oth6r oulslanding review

siates: Marthew Tully is a wfil€r
skilled at develop ng suspense.
Unquestionably,lhe lasl pae ol
The Chinera Seed is hypnotic.
The reader will b€ lransporlod
back and ionh across lhe Allantic
wilh Dr. l'lernan as he hunts lhe
sscLrily eak w thi. hisownOisi
nen Pharmaceul cal Company
and his vasl vineyards in SaF
dinra. Like lleman,lhe read€rwill
gradually 166liz€ th€ impllcalion
an mmorla , ncreasing Poprla-
lion would have, on whal would
beconie an ever decreasins food

This book is a mLsl read for
those seekng an extremely lasl
pacsd slory oi espionag€, in-
trigle, murder, and arrmes, do-
liberalely imposen physical pain.
The main characlers are wellde-
v€op€d, showing bolh thoir sell
inlereGl and also lheir redeoming
humanily. Mafthew Tully s la e
displays rea ingenuily with lasci
nating lwisis and lurns. lwill p€c
sonally awail his olher slories.
Dan Brown, make room ior

Malthew now r€sidgs ln N6w
Jersey whero he is a public
ehoolmalh leacher and an ad-
tuncl protessor ol philosophy at
Fanbish Dickinson Unive6ily.
The Chimera Seed, publishod by
Comlorl Publlshing n June'0S, is
his ftsl novel. Thesequel, The
Chirera Spawn, issetlo be re-
leased in lhe sping ol20i0.


